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Spanish climate. Indeed, from first to last, the
expedition was a political error and one attended
with disastrous results. The position of the English
in Aquitaine was by no means strong. Though
Guienne was in favour of a close connection with
England, Poitou was heart and soul in the French
interest, and its inhabitants had zealously opposed
the cession of the province. " Our allegiance still
belongs to France," was the declaration of the people
of Rochelle, when they found that they could not
prevent the fulfilment of the Treaty of Bretigni.
Even in the south there was anti-English feeling,
the result of the viceroyalty of the Black Prince,
which was irksome to the people, who had hoped
to be practically independent And the financial
difficulties which arose from the Spanish war
presently united all in opposition to the English
rule. Disappointed of the promised subsidy from
Peter, and without other means, the Black Prince
was obliged to resort to heavy taxation, and thus
naturally alienated the few supporters he had. At
the same time he instructed many of his mercenaries,
who had openly revolted, to ravage the territories of
Fiance, and when they did so, though Aquitaine was
relieved to a certain extent, the patriotism of the
French was roused, and it was resolved to make a
supreme effort to expel the English. Charles V.
saw that his opportunity had come. Edward III.
was prematurely old, his son was slowly dying,
and the French subjects of England were ripe for
revolt. When the leading nobles of Aquitaine took
the irrevocable step of applying to Paris for re-